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of War, whom he found tired, depressed and apparently re-
gretful of his recent bellicose newspaper article, "Russia is
ready, France must be also." Nevertheless Sukhomlinov
signed the document, though with a heavy heart, realizing
now too late, says Dobrorolski, that Russia was plunging
into a war for which she was not fully prepared and which
was beyond her strength. In these last days it was lanush-
kevich, the Chief of Staff, and not Sukhomlinov, who was
most active in pressing for general mobilization.
The Minister of Marine, Grigorovich, was not to be
found at the Admiralty; his adjutant said he would not re-
turn home till toward seven o'clock. Going on to the Minis-
try of the Interior, Dobrorolski found alarm at the danger
of internal revolution. "With us," said Maklakov, "the war
cannot be popular deep down among the masses of the
people, among whom revolutionary ideas mean more than
a victory over Germany. But one cannot escape one's
fate . . ."; and crossing himself, Maklakov signed the mo-
bilization order. These visits took two or three hours, after
which Dobrorolski returned to the General Staff Office, to
wait for the return of the Minister of Marine. Later in the
evening he finally secured his signature also, and then was
able to go to the Central Telegraph Office to dispatch the
order throughout the Empire. Dobrorolski has left a vivid
account of it;
The Chief Director of the Post and Telegraph had been
notified beforehand that a message of extraordinary im-
portance was to be sent out. After I had entered the cabinet
of the St. Petersburg Telegraph Office, I handed him the tele-
gram, and waited to be present personally at the transmis-
sion of the telegram to the four corners of the Russian Em-
about noon," but it was probably not until after three in the afternoon-
after lanushkevich's interview with Eggeling. He also says it was at 9:30
P.M. that he was on the point of sending out the mobilization order
over the wires, when ho was suddenly recalled; hut it must have been
a little later, since the Kaiser's telegram which occasioned the recall of the
order did not arrive until 9:40 P.M.